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"Devoted Children of the LORD" 

Acts 2:42 

25 April Anno Domini 1999 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Emmett, Idaho 
Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the LORD our God -- Father, Son, Holy Spirit -- One 

God and One Lord. Amen. 

The sermon for this morning is from the first reading assigned for this day, specifically, one verse. 

Please listen to the text under the theme of ... 

... Devoted Children of the LORD! 

And they devoted themselves to the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the Breaking of Bread and 

the Prayers. 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

We begin with the "they" and ask, "Who are they?" They are about 3,000 souls - about 3,000 men, 

women and children who had congregated to hear the Word of God proclaimed by Peter in a sermon. 

Peter had let them know that this Jesus, whom they had crucified, is the Christ of God and the Lord 

of all creation. They had killed the Author of Life and God had raised Him from the dead. Having 

received the gift of repentance, they asked Peter and the other apostles what they should do. Peter 

said, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your 

children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to Him." 

So there were 3,000 people of all ages baptized that day. But who were they? No doubt some had 

opposed Jesus and His Word, not just vocally but in deed. There were some who had kept their 

mouth shut when they could have spoken up to intercede on the Lord's behalf. There were young and 

old, men and women, and perhaps a few Gentiles among the mainly Jewish congregation. 

Actually, the makeup of that congregation of 3,000 was probably very similar to the makeup of this 

congregation of 300 here at Our Redeemer. There were people who had terminal degrees and others 

who had terminal diseases. The congregation has millionaires and those living hand-to-mouth. 

People went to the doctor for help. Some came home healed and others remain on ventilators in ICU. 

There were moms and dads who were concerned about their children and teenagers living in a world 

where life meant nothing to some people and where some people killed the innocent, like when Jesus 

was crucified. They lived in a world and culture and time and nation, just as we do, where you don't 
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know whether the children and youth you send out the door in the morning will be alive a the end of 

the day. And there really wasn't much you could do to absolutely guarantee the safety of anyone. 

Consequently, the people to whom Peter was preaching were not only terrified at having sinned by 

crucifying and killing God on the cross, but they were afraid of and feared the people who lived in 

this world. What were they to do? That's what the people then asked; that's what people today are 

asking. The answer is the same, Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the Name of the Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 

promise is to you and to your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the Lord our God 

calls to Him." 

Fine, but that has been done. We have confessed our sin, been blessed by Holy Baptism, received the 

forgiveness, have the Holy Spirit within, been given the assurance of our salvation, and have eternal 

life. Now what? The answer is in our text for today and it is not something we do, but it is something 

that we continue to live in and receive from God. They continued to be devoted children of the Lord. 

And they devoted themselves to the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the Breaking of Bread and 

the Prayers. 

This is the pattern for us when we gather as the children of God in this place and at this time. It 

consists of four activities. 

First is doctrine and it is not just any old doctrine. It is the Apostles' doctrine or teaching. While the 

Apostles' Creed, which we confessed earlier, was not written by the Apostles', it does contain many 

of the doctrines or teachings of the Church. Doctrine is important and because our salvation is 

proclaimed and involved in it, we teach it here in the Divine Service, the Preschool, Sunday School, 

Bible Class, the inserts. This doctrine contains the truth about salvation being a free gift of God 

given graciously apart from any works or good deeds on our part. We are saved by the grace of God 

through faith in the person and work of Jesus. 

Doctrine first. Fellowship second. Now Church fellowship is not cookies and coffee after worship. 

This room is the real fellowship hall and we confess a fellowship in the holy things of God ... the 

Word, Baptism, the Lord's Supper. This is what this congregation believes, teaches and confesses. 

It's not just doctrine as a statement of truths. The atheist is able to say, "Here are the doctrines of 

Christians. He may know the truths, but he does not believe in what they are." That is why the 

Apostles' Creed and the other creeds we confess begin with the words, "I believe." Before people 

have fellowship here in the holy things of God, we ask them to make their declaration that is the 

same, "I believe in what this congregation believes, teaches and confesses." That is why we have 

confirmation classes; so that people may know just what it is that we believe. Part of the 

confirmation rite is a question: "Are you willing to suffer all things, even death, rather than depart 

from Christ?" 

Third, the people devoted themselves to the breaking of bread. That is a way of saying Communion. 

At the institution of the Lord's Supper, Jesus took bread and broke it, saying, This is My Body. After 

doctrine and fellowship then comes the Lord's Supper for those who are prepared. They devoted 

themselves to Word and Sacrament. Having a service of the Word on the Lord's Day without the 

Lord's Supper was unthinkable. Let it remain so for us here at Our Redeemer. 
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Fourth, they devoted themselves to the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the Breaking of Bread 

and the Prayers. The Greek text of this verse has the definite article. They did not devote themselves 

to prayers, but to the prayers. We have and utilize definite orders of worship ... orders which center 

in the fundamental doctrine of Christian ... that we are justified and saved by the grace of God 

through faith in the person and work of the Christ and that this Good News comes to us through the 

means of God's grace, namely through Word and Sacrament. 

May it be said that we devoted ourselves to the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the Breaking of 

Bread and the Prayers -- not because it is the historic thing to do, or that it is traditional, or even that 

it is religious. May it be so because this is what God has called us to and given to us and our 

children. For the promise is to us and to our children. And let it be known that this is neither merely 

an academic exercise or a religious experience that we have here at Our Redeemer. It is 

tremendously practical. 

For example, being here and hearing the Word and receiving the blessings of God, enables and 

equips you and your children to walk out the doors of this building and go about the activities of 

your life knowing that whether you live or you die, you belong to the Lord -- that whether your 

children live or die, they belong to the Lord. 

Last Tuesday morning, the parents of Cassie Bernall sent her out the door to go to school. She went 

to Columbine school for classes that day. A murderer stormed into the room where she was and 

asked if there was anyone there who believed in God. Cassie said, "I believe in God." The murderer 

asked why but did not give her a chance to reply. She was shot to death because she confessed her 

belief in God. Cassie Bernall is now one of the martyrs in heaven - one of white-robed martyrs of 

whom we will be reminded when we sing the third stanza of the closing hymn of this Divine Service 

("Holy God, We Praise Thy Name," The Lutheran Hymnal, #250). 

But what of the others who were there last Tuesday and who did not admit that they were Christians? 

Did they deny their Lord? Are they experiencing guilt because of their silence? What of the rage that 

parents, even Christian parents have, who lost their children? Dear people, we should not only be 

thankful to the God Who gave the strength, ability and courage that permitted Cassie to confess her 

faith in Christ, but also be thankful to God that all of the guilt, like Peter's guilt for denying Jesus 

three times, and all the rage at such manifest wickedness and evil in this world, and even the anger at 

God for permitting this when He could have, with a single thought, made it not happen ... may all 

these sins as well as all the others be confessed and receive the forgiveness which has been 

graciously poured out by Jesus and made available to and through His church. Indeed, dear devoted 

children of the Lord, may we devout ourselves to the Apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 

Breaking of Bread and the Prayers. 

Being devoted children of the Lord means receiving from God what He intends for us to have. 

"Thus the service and worship of the Gospel is to receive good things from God, while the worship 

of the law is to offer and present our goods to God. We cannot offer anything to God unless we have 

first been reconciled and reborn. The greatest possible comfort comes from this doctrine that the 

highest worship in the Gospel is the desire to receive forgiveness of sins, grace, and righteousness" 

(Apology of the Augsburg Confession, AC IV, Tappert Edition, page 155). 
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Therefore, dear devoted children of God, the Lord willing, we will see one another here at Our 

Redeemer next Sunday. If not, may God grant that we see one another in Paradise. Amen. 


